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Leupold & Stevens is another 
name synonymous with 
tremendous value, as the 
company has a well-deserved 

reputation for rock-solid products at 
a fair price. The VX-3 and VX-3i line 
of riflescopes have long been a favorite 
of hunters and shooters worldwide, 
as they represent a perfect blend of 
necessary features and affordability. 
In 2021, Leupold has given the VX-3 
product line a revamp and introduced 
the VX-3HD series of riflescopes. 
The lineup includes models suitable 
for nearly any application, from the 
low-powered dangerous game scopes 
with their wide field-of-view to the 
models well-suited to target work 
and hunting at longer ranges, where 
precise shot placement is paramount. 
The Leupold VX-3HD 4.5-14x40mm 
(shown here) is a natural choice for a 
long-range hunting scope, as it offers 
enough magnification to make a shot 
at any sane hunting distance, yet you 
can dial it down to perform in the 
deer woods. A 30mm main tube gives 

plenty of room for elevation adjust-
ments, and the side parallax knob 
keeps the image crisp at any distance. 

The VX-3HD 4.5-14x40 is — like 
other Leupold scopes — tough as nails, 
yet weighing in at a mere 16 ounces 
will not destroy the delicate balance of 
your favorite hunting rifle. The Elite 
Optical System offers the optimum 
performance in any light, and there 
is plenty of eye relief for even the 
hardest-kicking magnum cartridges. 
Elevation and windage adjustments 
are ¼ MOA with a positive click. The 
elevation turret has a zero lock to 
ensure you return to zero after every 
adjustment; push the button and twist 
to make an elevation adjustment, and 
upon return to zero the unit stays 
locked in the field. Leupold offers the 
CDS (Custom Dial System), which cor-
relates to your chosen load’s trajectory. 
Once you provide Leupold with the 
necessary ballistic data, you can swap 
a secondary elevation dial for the stan-
dard MOA graduated turret, which 
Leupold marks in yardage for your 

specific load. Range the target, dial the 
elevation turret to the proper distance, 
and squeeze the trigger. It couldn’t be 
any more practical or straightforward. 

The Wind-Plex reticle even further 
enhances the performance of the VX-
3HD. The horizontal crosshair of the 
reticle is graduated in one-MOA hash 
marks, making wind adjustments on 
the fly easy. There is 10 MOA of gradu-
ation on either side of the crosshair, 
offering all the wind adjustment any 
shooter should need. Quality optics 
are a worthwhile investment, and Le-
upold has packed an awful lot of high-
quality features into an affordable 
riflescope that will give a lifetime of 
service. Backed by Leupold’s Lifetime 
Guarantee, this riflescope is designed, 
machined, and assembled in the USA 
and, with an MSRP of $749.99, you 
probably won’t find a scope of this 
quality, with all of these features, at a 
price point this low. Serious shooters 
have always equated the famous Gold 
Ring with quality and dependability, 
and the VX-3HD is no exception. 
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